
Acacías  was  officially  founded  in  1920  and  has  remained  a  highly  rural 
municipality while gaining importance in the region. 

The town is right on the base of the “Cordillera Oriental,” so it has a warm 
climate and low altitude.

ACACÍAS

Armenia is the capital of the department of Quindio and has grown considerably 
throughout its history. Today the city is growing, while still maintaining its rural 
roots.

ARMENIA

After Independence, Barranquilla became a key trade center and the main 
port in Colombia because of its location on the Magdalena River delta. Now 
Barranquilla is the fourth most important city in the country.

BARRANQUILLA

Bello forms a part of the metropolitan area of the valley of Aburrá. It is to the 
North of Medellin and connected by metro and buses. Bello shares Medellin’s 
consistently spring like temperatures and is sometimes called “the smaller 
Medellin”. It is far enough from Medellin that the pace of living is a bit calmer, 
while still being easily accessible to all Medellin has to offer.

BELLO
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Cartagena is now a bustling port and a major touristic center with its UNESCO 
World Heritage Walled City at the center of it all. 

Cartagena is located in a bay on the Caribbean coast and has a very hot climate 
and high humidity year round.

CARTAGENA

Cali an important pit-stop in the commercial path from the Pacific to the rest of 
the country. Today, Cali is one of the three most important cities in the country 
with a vibrant cultural scene and promising economic growth.

The climate in the city is warm at about 25°C, but fresh due to the Pacific breeze 
that reaches the city.

CALI

Cajicá is a town with a population of about 56,000. It is located about 39km 
outside of  Bogotá. It has a cool climate where temperatures average about 15ºC 
(60ºF).

There is a station for the Tren de la Sabana located in the town. It also has a lot 
of agriculture and a natural reserve called Montepincio.

CAJICÁ

The city has grown very rapidly and today, Bucaramanga is a very promising 
city industrially, economically, technologically and culturally.

Bucaramanga lies on a plateau on the eastern branch of the Andes Mountains. It 
has a moderate altitude and so the climate is about 22°C and fresh all year-round.

BUCARAMANGA

A city in the Valle del Cauca Department of Colombia, that is famous for its 
Basilica del Señor de los Milagros.  This famous church  houses an image of 
Christ called el Señor de los Milagros (“the Lord of the Miracles”). Currently 
the city receives over 3 million tourists per year who visit the Basilica of The 
Lord of the Miracles. Buga is a town with a cattle industry and is 46 miles (74 
km) from Cali.

BUGA

Chía is a town located a short 10 km from Bogotá. The town sits at elevations of 
2,564 m (8,412 ft.) and has an average temperature of 15ºC (60ºF). 

The town is home to the Universidad de La Sabana and Universidad de 
Cundinamarca. The restaurant Andres Carne de Res is located in Chía, which 
has become a tourist attraction in and of itself. It even has a small food festival 
called “Sabor y Arte” which takes place every year.

CHÍA

A municipality in the eastern part of the department of Quindío that is located 
4 km east of the departmental capital Armenia. Its nickname is La Villa del 
Cacique and like other municipalities in the Quindío, the economy is based in 
Colombian coffee crops, plantain and tropical fruits. Ecotourism destinations 
include the “Peñas Blancas” park with rock climbing and hiking activities, and 
“El Mariposario,” which is an entomologic display specializing in Lepidoptera.

CALARCÁ

A municipality in the northern part of the department of Quindío that is located 
7 km north of the department’s capital Armenia.  Circasia is known for its Free 
Cemetery (Spanish: Cementerio Libre), located on the outskirts of the township 
along the road to Montenegro. It was founded in 1933 by Braulio Botero as a 
cemetery where any person could be buried, regardless of their religious beliefs. 
The cemetery is now a symbol for liberty and equality.
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The economic growth has been noticeable as commerce in the city has increased 
further with the removal of international trade barriers.

Cucuta is located on the border with Venezuela and on the end of the Oriental 
Cordillera so its elevation is low, meaning it has very high temperatures and low 
rainfall all year round.

CÚCUTA

Dosquebradas, or “two creeks” is located just across the river from its sister city 
and capital of the Risaralda department, Pereira. The city enjoys mild weather year 
round, with temperatures rarely exceeding 90°F/30°C.

While many residents of Dosquebradas commute to Pereira for work during the 
week, on weekends the city springs to life with an active night life and plenty of 
dining options.

DOSQUEBRADAS

Although  it  is not a  big  city,  Duitama  is  one  of  the  most important towns 
in the department of Boyacá’s economy.

Duitama is located on the top of the eastern branch of the Andes Mountains and 
has a low temperature year round.

DUITAMA

Envigado forms a part of the metropolitan area of the valley of Aburrá, just 
south of Medellin, and connected by metro. The city is especially green, with 
large trees lining the calm residential streets. The city boasts an eclectic array 
of restaurants and cafes and shares Medellin’s spring like temperatures. It is far 
enough from Medellin that the pace of living is a bit calmer, while still being 
easily accessible to all Medellin has to offer.

ENVIGADO

Facatativá is located in the department Cundinamarca and also capitol of Sabana 
Occidente. The third most populated town in the region, Facatativá has become 
widely recognized for its stellar education and healthcare programs.  

Because of its altitude, Facatativá usually maintains a temperature of 19°C.  The 
town is home to the regionally popular ‘Archaeological Park Piedras del Tunjo’ 
which draws thousands of people every year. 

FACATATIVÁ

This suburb of the Bucaramanga Metropolitan area lies less than 5 km south 
of the city making it easily accessible through all major lines of transportation. 
It is large with two of the biggest shopping centers of Bucaramanga located 
directly in the center. Because of its proximity, temperatures are nearly the same 
as Bucaramanga around 79 degrees Fahrenheit (26 ºC).

FLORIDABLANCA

Located in the department of Cundinamarca, Funza is a small town roughly 
14km outside of Bogotá. Due to the altitude, this little town maintains a cool 
18°C all year long.

Funza is known locally for its agricultural and industrial activity. If you are 
looking for delicious, freshly harvested corn and potatoes, you are in the right place.  

FUNZA

A town in the department of Cundinamarca, which is located in central Colombia 
some forty miles from the capital of Colombia, Bogotá.  It is more commonly 
referred to by locals as Fusa. 

Due to its warm climate, Fusagasugá attracts many tourists and has an abundance 
of hotels, resorts, pool parks, and cabins for rent.

FUSAGASUGÁ
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Ipiales is a city in Nariño Department, Colombia located close to the border 
with Ecuador. The municipality’s main attraction is the Las Lajas Cathedral that 
has impressive architecture. Ipiales is known as “la ciudad de las nubes verdes” 
(the city of the green clouds) because sometimes in the afternoon green clouds 
appear over the city. One of the area’s favorite foods is guinea pig or cavy (Cavia 
porcellus), called kuy or kuwi.

IPIALES

Girón is a suburb of Bucaramanga making up the entire Metropolitan area. It 
lies about 8 km south of the city and is the main route to the airport and to leave 
the city toward the Coast. It is close enough to be accessible by all lines of 
transportation but far enough to have its own, unique pueblo feel. Some of the 
best food in the area is found here. Because of its proximity to Bucaramanga, 
temperatures are nearly the same; around 79 degrees Fahrenheit (26 ºC).

GIRÓN

Giradot is the prime vacation spot for the citizens of Bogotá. It has developed 
quickly with hotels, resorts and condominiums which are being built regularly.

Girardot is located next to the Magdalena River. Temperature is regularly high 
all year around, about 30° C. The town is located only two to three hours away 
from Bogota by road and regular bus and shuttle services run between the two.

GIRARDOT

Ibague is a predominantly agricultural city which is now growing as a business 
center. 

Ibague has an immensely diverse geography ranging from snow peaked mountains 
to warm weather valleys. It has a rich water supply with many rivers sprouting from 
its mountains. The city is between Bogota and the Pacific coast of Colombia so it is 
connected to both by reliable road system.

IBAGUÉ

Itagüí forms a part of the metropolitan area of the valley of Aburrá, just south of 
Medellin, and is connected by bus to the surrounding municipalities of Medellin, 
Envigado and Sabaneta. Itagüí shares the spring like weather of Medellin and 
although it is the third smallest municipality in Colombia it has a high population 
and is one of the most industrialized towns in the country.

ITAGÜÍ

A municipality in the western part of the department of Quindío, Colombia that 
is located 17 km southwest of the departmental capital Armenia.

La Tebaida is known as a perfect paradise because of its vibrant and varying 
shades of green painted along the mountains, the bright blue skies and the exotic 
birds. Located in the mountains, it is the perfect place to drink the best coffee in 
the world and will be sure to captivate the hearts of all those who visit.

LA TEBAIDA

Medellín is located at 1,500 m above sea level in the Valley of Aburra.  It has a 
constant climate all year round of about 22°C, which has earned it the name “city 
of the eternal spring.” 

Currently Medellin is one of the most innovative cities in the world because of 
great advances in transport, social programs, culture, ecological conscience and 
more.

MEDELLÍN

The city has played a major role in the coffee trade which has earned it the name 
“The Capital of Coffee”. However, toward the end of the 20th century and after 
years of depending on the coffee production and trade the city reinvented itself 
into a modern, industrial and academic city.

It lies a short distance from snowcapped mountains, like the Nevado del Ruiz, 
and warm weather and tropical climates.

MANIZALES
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A city located in Northern Colombia and the capital of the Department of 
Córdoba. This city and region are famous for their distinct cultural heritages, 
which include a blend of indigenous Zenú Indians, African descendants, colonial 
Spanish descendants, and more recently, Arab immigrants. The city is home to 
the Sombrero Vueltiao, a national symbol; and is the home of Porro folklore 
music. The city has an inland seaport connected to the Caribbean Sea by the 
Sinú River.

MONTERÍA

A municipality in the western part of the department of Quindío, Colombia that 
is located 10 km west of the departmental capital Armenia.

Montenegro is situated in the heart of Colombia’s coffee zone and home to the 
National Coffee Park, which was founded by the Colombian Coffee Federation. 
This park hosts numerous thematic attractions based on Colombian history and 
the country’s thriving coffee culture.

MONTENEGRO

Just 10 km outside of Bogotá, Mosquera is a quaint town that offers refuge from the 
big city. The town maintains a cool climate of roughly 12-14°C throughout the year.

Begining in 2014, Mosquera plays host to the ‘Festival Internacional de Teatro 
de Mosquera’ annually among many other festivals such as: Festival de Tuna, 
Festival de Viento, Noche de las Velita and more.  

MOSQUERA

Neiva is a highly agricultural city which has expanded enormously in the past 
few decades. Neiva  is  located  on  the  banks  of  the  Magdalena  River  near  
to  the  river’s source. As  it  lies  in  a Valley  it  has  a  relatively  low  altitude  
and  high temperatures all year round.

NEIVA

Pereira has become an important commercial centre and one of Colombia’s most 
stable communities.

It is biologically diverse, with different micro climates and vegetation within 
the city. The city lies in the valley of the Cauca River and as such has different 
altitudes. However, the climate is still quite comfortable around 20°C.

PEREIRA

The city is found on the “Nudo de los Pastos” and near the “Galeras Volcano”; 
the place where the Andes Mountain Range divides into three different branches. 
The city is located at a high altitude so the average climate is around 15°C.

PASTO

A city located in the southwestern part of Colombia and in the Valle del Cauca 
Department.  Palmira is located about 17 miles (27 km) east of Cali, the 
department’s capital city.

Important agricultural products in this area are sugar cane, coffee, rice, corn, 
and tobacco. The burning of the waste cane is the main source of air pollution 
in the city.

PALMIRA

A city in Norte de Santander, Colombia, which is a University town and where 
tourism is the main economic activity.  Pamplona is a city where thousands of 
students reside and therefore they are the main consumers for the innumerable 
night clubs and coffee shops that have been proliferating.

PAMPLONA
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Popoyán is the city with the most churches per-capita in America. Every year it 
celebrates Easter with a festival deemed by UNESCO as a World Heritage Event.

The city of Popayán is located in a valley near the source of the River Cauca. Due 
to its altitude the city has a climate of about 19°C throughout the year.

POPAYÁN

Piedecuesta is part of the Bucaramanga metropolitan area so its own growth has 
been deeply connected to Bucaramanga’s in the last century.

Piedecuesta is located on the surrounding mountains of the plateau of 
Bucaramanga and as a result has a slightly lower temperature than its neighbor 
with an average of 20°C during the year.

PIEDECUESTA

 Located in the smallest municipality in all of Colombia, this charming town 
resides in the Aburra Valley in the department of Antioquia along with its larger 
neighbor Medellin. In fact, Sabaneta resides just 14km from Medellin’s city 
center, leading many to consider it part of metropolitan Medellin. Sabaneta often 
experiences many visitors on weekends due to its scenic landscapes, fresh air, 
mild warm weather and numerous entertainment venues.

SABANETA

Santa Marta is unique because it lies on the Caribbean coastline and at the base 
of the Sierra Nevada (Snow-topped Mountain) de Santa Marta. This means that 
you can be on a sunny white sand beach and reach tropical forests or snowy 
peaks in no time, making Santa Marta one of the most biodiverse areas in the 
world.

SANTA MARTA

Sincelejo is the capital city in the Colombian department of Sucre. It is also the 
main city in the denominated Región Sabanas (Savannas Region), a subdivision 
of the Caribbean Region of Colombia, and the 23rd biggest city by population 
in Colombia.[1] The city is located 30 kilometers from the Caribbean Sea by the 
Gulf of Morrosquillo; 125 kilometers away from Cartagena and 200 kilometers 
from Barranquilla.

SINCELEJO

Tunja  has had a rich history of excellent academic institutions. During the last 
decades the city has been developing its tourism industry.

TUNJA

Valledupar is a city in northeastern Colombia and it is the capital of Cesar 
Department. Is an important agricultural, cattle raising, coal mining and agro-
industrial center for the region between the Departments of Cesar and southern 
municipalities of La Guajira Department.  It was formerly known as the Padilla 
Province and is known as the cradle of vallenato music, which is representative 
of the Colombian culture. The city hosts the Vallenato Legend Festival.

VALLEDUPAR

This colonial town is located just a couple hours outside Bogota making getting 
into the capital easy and inexpensive. It has recently been declared a national 
monument and is revered as one of the most beautiful towns in the country. It’s 
situated in a valley giving it a dry, mild climate around 58 degrees Fahrenheit 
(14 ºC).

VILLA DE LEYVA
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Villavicencio and the surrounding region lies on an enormous plain. As a result, 
climate is tropical but predominantly dry all year round.

VILLAVICENCIO

Zipaquirá is an historic town known for its salt mines. A popular tourist 
destination is the Salt Cathedral, which houses the largest cross ever built in an 
underground church. The town is about an hour and a half bus ride from Bogotá.

The town lies at an elevation of about 2650 m (8694 ft.) It has an average 
temperature of 14ºC (57ºF). 

ZIPAQUIRÁ
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